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THE PREFACE. 
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TEE advantages reſulting to chriſ- 
tianity, as a ſyſtem of divine truth, 
from the various attempts to ſubvert 
it, are not eaſily calculated. Every 
renewed attack has called forth the 
energies of men, © valiant for the 
truth,” and terminated in the con- 
fuſion of the aſſailant. 


The defeat of our enemies, how- 
f ever, is not the only ground of 
triumph: the fincere chriſtian has 
been inſpired with redoubled con- 
fidence, and * built up in his moſt 
holy faith; — and the eftabliſhment 
of the believer is of greater im- 
portance, than the diſcomfiture of 


nu 


an hoſt of enemies. Having ſo 
often ſeen the fortreſs, within which 
his deareſt hopes are depoſited, with- 
Hand the moſt formidable combi- 
nations of deep-rooted hatred, ſubtle 
policy and unwearied activity, the 
chriſtian juſtly deems it impregnable; 
and believes, that the gates of hell 
will not be able to prevail againſt it.“ 


If infidelity were not equally in- 
veterate in its enmity and fruitful 
in 1ts reſources, we might fairly pre- 
ſume that it would never wield | 
another weapon againſt the cauſe of 
reaſon and revelation. So completely 
has this enemy been beaten, in every 
quarter, even when aided by its moſt 
powerful allies—licentiouſneſs, „ 
dicule and blaſphemy, that invention 
muſt be ſtrangely tortured indeed, to 
find another plauſible ground for 
renewing 108 attack, 8 


111 


Jo: this moment of decided ſu- 


periority, the author of the following 
Diſcourſe feels an ardent deſire to 
. extend the intereſts of the Redeemer * 


kingdom. He does not think it 


ſufficient to have raiſed an impreg- 
nable fortification round the truths 


of divine Revelation—he wiſhes to 
ſee what effects they are capable of 
producing, when uſed as Hen fir e 


weapons againſt the principalities 
and powers of darkneſs.” We have 
already witneſſed the inefficacy of 
every dart directed 1 * the 


ſhield of faith; ;” — perhaps the 


Word of the ſpirit” may become 
equally illuſtrious in the complete 


deſtruction of this irreconcilable 


_ enemy. At leaſt, the experiment is 


worth making. It has, in former 
times, wrought wonders; and why 
may it not repeat them? * The 


arms of our warfare, though not 


carnal,“ 


iv 
carnal,” have been © mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of ftrong 
holds,” and there is no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that their virtues are dim1- 
niſhed :—rather we may believe, 
that half their ſtrength has not yet 
been tried. © The little ſtone, cat 
out without hands, we are told, be- 
came a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth.“ It is upon record, 
that every knee ſhall bow, and every 
tongue confefs that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lord;” and that © the kingdoms of 
this world ſhall become. the 9 7 
doms of our Lord and his Chriſt.” 

Theſe promiſes are ſufficient to in- 
| Ipire hope, and excite exertion. 8 


The preſent 3 of TOO 5 
not, it is true, ſeem to portend the 
ſpeedy approach of theſe happy days. 
« Darkneſs covers the earth, and 
groſs darkneſs t the en but ſtill, 
this. 


V 
this is no proof that © the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs may not ſoon ariſe © with 
healing on his wings.” Thoſe who 
have diligently attended to © the 
ſigns of the times,” think they dif- 
cover, through the thick gloom 
which has, for a long time, darkened 


our hemiſphere, indications of a2 


brighter. day. May their hopes be 
more than realized! The diffuſion 
of chriſtianity, however, depends, 
in a, great meaſure, on the exertions 
of the miniſters of religion: % Faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God and how can 
they hear, without a preacher 125 


Under b impreſſion, and 
influenced by a ſincere deſire to 
ſee the prevalence of „ pure and 
undefiled religion,” the author hopes 
to obtain the candour of the public, 
for obtruding upon them the fol- 
5 lowing 


lowing diſcourſe. He is ſenſible 
of its want of ſufficient merit, to 
enſure it any extenſive attention: 
His higheſt ambition will be gra- 
tified, if it ſhould be the means of 
exciting the leaſt of his brethren to 
greater exertions in fo good a cauſe. 


He has, indeed, delivered his ſenti- 


ments, with plainneſs and fidelity, on 


| , what he conceives to be the genuine 


doctrines of chriſtianity, and the 
duty of the chriſtian miniſter: — but 
far be it from him to aſſume the 
Cenſor's chair, and fit in judgement 
on either the zeal or the doctrines of 
his brethren. Deeply: conſcious of 
his own defects and feeble efforts in 
the exerciſe of his function, he has 
rather brought forward what he 
thought might awaken animation in 
himſelf, and recal to his own mind 
ng wy _ her op 'of his rer 
than 


vii 


than intended to preſcribe or diate 5 


If, however, his views on the 
ſubjects, diſcuſſed in the following 
pages, will bear a rational inves- 
tigation; and ſhould be found to 
concur with divine revelation the 


FT only ſtandard of religious truth—he _ 


hopes they may not be unprofitably 
offered to the public. Truth of all 
kinds is of importance; but in a 
matter ſo momentous as religion, 
in which the eternal deſtinies of 
man are involved, its value is in- 
calculable. This conſideration, it 


is hoped, will excuſe the author 


for venturing to give his opinion 
on ſome ſubjeas in which all are 
not agreed, If what he has ad- 
vanced be the truth, and ſhould 
carry conviction to any that before 


| "— differently, the benefit may 
be 


VIII 


be great. The name of every chriſtian 

miniſter may be called Legion:“ 
Every part of his conduct, and every 

ſentiment he adopts, has an in fluence, 
perhaps not very remote, on ſociety 

at large; and when his zeal is is 
proportion to the purity of his 
doctrines, the bleſſings he may 
diffuſe cannot eaſily be appreciated, . 
That the following pages may add, 
though in ever ſo ſmall a degree, 
to the ſum of human happineſs, is 
the incere: prayer of 


"THE AUTHOR. 


| Long-Sufton, Fuly 257 1 800. 


A SERMON. 


A SERMON, 
c. 


5 ; — 222 


Acls, Chap. xx. Verſe PP 


BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME, NELTHER 
COUNT 1 MY LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF, $0 TH 
1 MIGHT. FINISH MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE 
MINISTRY WHICH 1 HAVE RECEIVED OF THB, 
LORD JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE GOSPEL OF 


THE GRACE OF GOD, 


T the birth of our Lord, angels pro- 
claimed, © peace on earth and good 
will toward men;” and yet it muſt 
be acknowledged that chriſtianity has, 
eventually, been productive of much 
Confuſion and diſcord, 


'This fact, however, neither militates 
ü againſt the truth, .nor detracts from the 


V B excellence 


2 


excellence of our religion. The genius 
of chriſtianity may, notwithſtanding, be 


friendly to univerſal peace and harmony, 
and the failure be ſolely attributable to the 
unreaſonable prejudices and ſinful paſſions 
of mankind. It is confeſſed that no prin- 


ciples are leſs accommodating than thoſe 


which Chriſt inculcated :—they neither 
bend to the caprice of faſhion, nor flatter 
the faſtidious ear of pride and diſſipation; 
but they may not, on this account, be leſs 


＋ adapted to the ends they profeſs to have 
in view. If there be any propriety in 


the queſtion of St. James, © Whence come 


wars and fightings among you? come they 


not hence, even of your luſts that war in 


your members?” it carnot be reaſonably 


objected againſt the principles of the 


g0 ſpel, that they are hoſtile to the dominion 5 


of the irregular paſſions: perhaps, on the 
contrary, this circumſtance evinces their 
ſuperior wiſdom and excellence. By re- 


fuſing to unite themſelves with what would 


counteract their genuine influence, they 


ſeem 


ſeem to promiſe, wherever they prevail, 


a peace. both ſolid in its baſis, and per- 


manent in its duration. 


It was, however, to be expected that a 
religion, which wages eternal hoſtility 
againſt every vicious propenſity - inſtead 
of obtaining a cordial reception - Would 
have to combat many difficulties, and 
much oppoſition. Hence our Lord fore- 
told his diſciples, that © in the world 
they ſhould have tribulation,” that they 
ſhould ebe brought before rulers and 
kings,” on account of their doctrines, and 
that they ſhould © be hated of all men, 
for his ſake.” The event fully juſtified 
the prediction. They were conformed to 
the ſufferings of their maſter: they had 
* trials of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, 
yea moreover of bonds and impriſon- 
ments; — they were ſtoned, were tempted, 


were ſlain with the ſword:—they wandered _ 


about, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented.” 
So invariably had St. Paul met with violent 
B2 _ oppoſition 


* 
- 
A. 


oppoſition and perſecutions, that. he con- 


ſidered them as inſeparably connected with 


the faithful diſcharge of his apoſtolic office. 


At the concluſion of his laſt converſation 
with the elders of Epheſus, he ſays, 


* Behold! I go bound in the ſpirit to 
Jeruſalem, not knowing the things that 
ſhall befal me there, fave that the Holy 


. Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, 


that bonds and afflictions abide me.” 
Yet, not intimidated by theſe difficulties, 


nor diſmayed by a proſpect of death, in 


all its dreadful forms, he triumphantly adds, 


but none of theſe things move me, 


neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, 
ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry which I have received 


of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the eee 35 
Los the _ of God,” : 


It may not ee on this oc- 


caſion, to conſider, The view which St. Paul 


had of his office, as a miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and The proſpects which ſupported ö 


© 
and animated him, under the difficulties 
to han the duties of that office ny 


him. 


With reſpect to the authority by which 

the apoſtle exerciſed his miniſtry, it is 
| evident that he conſidered it as immediately 
derived © from the Lord Jeſus.” In his 
epiſtles, he calls himſelf © an apoſtle of 
; Jeſus Chriſt;” and more than once informs 
us, that he received not his wu 
from man. | 


lens, ſome are of an opinion, that the 
chriſtian miniſtry is perfectly independent 
on human authority; and that every chriſ- 

tian, who conceives himſelf poſſeſſed of 
ſuitable qualifications, is duly authoriſed 
to perform che daten of that ſacred 
function. 


But this opinion, it is preſumed, receives 
no countenance from what either St. Paul, 
or any other inſpired writer has ſaid on 
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1 is not amended to diſcu 8 the much 
ifputed queſtion, © What may be con- 


ſidered as a legitimate qualification for the 
exerciſe of the miniſterial function?“ yet 


this ſubject; and ſeems, moreover, to be 
| ſubverſive of all order and decorum; and, 


conſequently, 1s directly oppolite to the 


we cannot help obſerving, that thoſe muſt 


| have thought very ſuperficially indeed, 


and read the ſcriptures with yery little 


: the argument from analogy. may, in any 
inſtance, be admitted, it applies, in the 


preſent caſe, with peculiar force. Can it 


be ſuppoſed that that God who has created 
the world in ſuch admirable order, and 
governs it by ſuch exact, and almoſt inva- 
riable laws, would leave the exerciſe of 


the moſt ſacred and important function to 


uncertain impulſes, or the caprice of 


attention, ho pretend that no human 
authority is neceſſary to ſanction the 
preaching of the everlaſting goſpel. If 


ignorant | 


"S 
: g 8 
N SI 


„„ 
ignorant, or conceited men? Is it con- 
ceivable that infinite wiſdom would ar- 
range a plan for human redemption, and 
leave no certain regulations for reducing 
that plan into effect? Surely this cannot 
be ſuppoſed. We may be confident that, 
ſome where or other, if not by direct 
precept, yet by evident implication, or 
uniform example, ſufficient direction may 
be collected from the ſacred writings to 
prevent diſorder and confuſion in the 
church of God. And indeed, much inſor- 
mation, on this point, has been left us. 
From the extreme caution of the apoſtles 
in ordaining paſtors and elders, as well as 
from the directions given, eſpecially to 
Timothy, we may percieve that no one 
has a right to exerciſe the office of the 
miniſtry, who has not been regularly ap- 
| pointed thereto by human authority. The 
argument againſt this poſition, founded 
upon the apoſtles receiving their commiſſion 
immediately from Chriſt, is not in point. 
OP were 2 with him, and 
9 could 


3 * 
2 III * ' 
2 3 


2 — 

— ung 
—— cons) HOI Sent. 

—— — - 


— - 29> _—__—_— 


8 


— 


— 


— * 1 
< e ä CCS 
* * * * 9 * 


rere 


could receive their authority in no other 
way. The queſtion is, did thoſe who 

ſucceeded the apoſtles, and lived directly 
aſter the time of Chriſt, perform the 
duties of the miniſtry at their own diſ- 
cretion? or did they receive their com- 
miſſion at the hands of others? This 
queſtion requires but little conſideration. 
Vniform example*, and poſitive preceptt, 
declare that the latter was the caſe. | 
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It is not, however, aſſerted that human 
authority is alone a ſufficient qualiſication 
for the miniſtry. The credentials of this 
appointment muſt come from God :—and 
theſe, perhaps, conſiſt chiefly in a mind 

_ © renewed in holineſs ;” a clear conception 
of the fundamental doctrines of chriſtianity, 
and a ſincere deſire to promote the eternal 
ſalvation of man. Where theſe are not 
poſſeſſed, the intereſts of chriſtianity will 

be betrayed, and thoſe ends counteracted 


which | 


9 
which the miniſtry of the goſpel is intended 
to promote. But ſtill, it ſeems to be the 
appointment of heaven, that theſe creden- 
tials ſhould receive the ſanction of man: 
and that no pretenſions whatever to ſu- 
perior qualifications ſhould ſuperſede a 
regular, human ordination. This order 
the Holy Spirit expreſsly preſcribed, when 
Barnabas and Saul were deſignated to the 
office of preaching the goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them. And when they 
had faſted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they ſent them away” (Acts xiii. 
2,3.). While, therefore, it is remembered 
that, unleſs the Lord of the vineyard him- 
ſelf appoint the labourers, whoever engage 
in his ſervice, will be deemed officious ob- 
truders; it ought not to be forgotten, that 
none are appointed by him, who ſubmit 
not to the nn regulations bene 
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An office, which has God for its author, 


and the ſolemn appointment of man for 


its ſanction, may well be ſuppoſed to have 
objects of the greateſt importance to 
accompliſh. St. Paul enumerates them in 


a few, but comprehenſive words. The 
end for which he received his miniſtry 


* of the Lord Jeſus,” was to teſtify the 


goſpel of the grace of God.” 


Perhaps nothing more ſtrongly charac- 
terizes the religion of Chriſt, than the 


vievs it exhibits of human nature. W hile T 


philoſophy conſiders man in the vaſt 
capacity and powers of his mind, and 
ranks him high in the ſcale of intellectual 
exiſtence; chriſtianity conſiders him as a 


moral agent, and repreſents him as a crea- 
ture fallen, depraved, and ruined. If there 


be a feature in the ſacred ſcriptures more 
prominent than another, it ſeems to be 
that which expreſſes the ſinful and de- 
graded ſtate of man. It is in the wretch - 


edneſs of the human race, that mercy takes 


1's 


11 


its origin; —it is this which throws the 
= greateſt luſtre on the love of God zit is 
in this that we have the brighteſt diſplay 
of the compaſſion of the Redeemer : 
« Herein does God commend his love to 
us, in that while we were ſinners Chriſt 
died for the ungodly.” Probably no one 
had a deeper inſight into human depravity 
than St. Paul; and hence we may, in ſome 
meaſure, account for the exalted language 
in which he ſpeaks of © the grace of God.” 
| He repreſents the whole world as © dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins,” and then adds, © by 


grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that 


not of yourſelves, it is the giſt of God.“ 
It ſhould ſeem, from the writings of this 
inſpired apoſtle, that no one rightly under- 
ſtands the goſpel of Chriſt, who does not 
admit that ſalvation is entirely“ through 
grace.“ Hence he emphatically calls it, 
» the goſpel of the grace of God.“ 


_ = the context, we are informed of the 
8 8 on which St. Paul * inſiſted, 
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to audiences of every deſcription. He 5 
_ * teſtified both to Jews and Greeks, re- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And in this, it is 


presumed, he ated with peculiar propriety. 
Conſidering man as a creature fallen from 


God, from holineſs, and his allegiance to the 
Umverſal Governor—and this 1s the ſtate 


of greeks and barbarians, bond and free— 


what ſubje& could. be more appropriate 


than the doctrine of repentance?. Should 
he be ſo happy as to promote this, he 
knew that the love of holineſs would 
ſucceed the practice of fin, and a con- 


ſcientious regard to the law of God, becauſe 
it is divine, would take place of that 


natural enmity to the Supreme Being, 
which is, at once, the ſin and the opting | 
of thoſe 1 in whom it exiſts. 


With . to . was a doftrine 


alſo peculiarly adapted to the ſtate of the 
redeemed. What could. be more reaſon- 
| able than that a creature, convinced of his 


* * 


5 degeneracy, ſhould cordially acquieſce in 
the method which God has preſcribed 
bol reconciling ſinners to himſelf ? — What 
more natural, than that he ſhould embrace 
the ſalvation purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and accept of the Redeemer, as his divine 
Prophet, his atoning Prieſt, and his righteous 
King?—what more proper, than that he 
ſhould rely on Chriſt alone, and on * the 
abundant grace of God, through him, 
1 for righteouſneſs, juſtification; and fal- 
vation? The doctrines, then, of faith and 
repentance ſeem to be a ſummary of © the 
goſpel of the grace of God,” and the ſub- 
Hagen of the en, een 


"de: we * e to exhibit his con- 
dud, as worthy the imitation of every chriſ- 
tian miniſter ? It is acknowledged that the 
abſolute neceſſity of moral duties cannot 
be too earneſtly inſiſted upon. To pur- 
"chaſe -a people zealous for good works,” 
entered eſſentially into the purpoſes of our 


| bleſſed Lord, in undertaking human re- 
demption. : 


14 
demption. There cannot, then, be a dif- 
pute, among chriſtians, reſpecting the indiſ- 

penſable obligation of chriſtian obedience. 
Yet it muſt be acknowledged that ſome 
difference of opinion ſeems to exiſt, as to 
the beſt method of promoting holineſs. 
It is ſometimes thought, that the Jo@rinal 


part of bur religion is of, comparatively, 


ſmall importance, to a chriſtian audience; 
and that what 1s praflical might, with more 
profit, be inſiſted upon. And yet, methinks, 
the conduct of the apoſtle forms a ſtrong 
argument. againſt the propriety” of ſuch 
a practice. While he uniformly inculcated 
the diſcharge of every civil and religious J 
duty, he ſtill connected theſe duties with 
the doctrines of grace, as effects with their 
cauſe. He believed that, by ” making the 
tree good, the. fruit would alſo be good, 
that, if he 'could convince his hearers of 
the neceſſity of repentance, they would 
ceaſe to continue 1n fin ;—and, if he could 
| perſuade them of the expediency of an 
; atonement, m order to reconcile them to 
offended 


15 ” 
offended juſtice, they would be equally 
convinced of the malignity of their of- 
fences, and the neceſſity cf holineſs. 


Hence, he builds the ſuperſtructure of . 


_ chriſtian morality upon the deep and firm 
| baſis of repentance and faith. It was with 


theſe weapons (if we may change the 
metaphor) that he attacked the prejudices 


of the Jews, and the pride of the Greeks; 
with theſe, he combated the ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs of the phariſee, and the learning of 


the philoſopher, - the hatred of his coun- 


trymen, and the fury of the Gentiles; 
and with what ſuccels is univerſally.known. 
Superſtition and bigotry, philoſophy and 
power in vain, erected. their ſtandards 


againſt them, Whenever they were 


wielded, their effects were aſtoniſhing. 
F houſands of every tongue and clime, 


acknowledged themſelves unable to with- 
ſtand their force; and, deſerting the pro- 


Phane altars, and impure rites of their 


falſe gods, they acknowledged him as 


their Supreme Governor, as Lord of All, 


WhO 
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ho bad been executed, at Jeruſalem, a as 
a malefactor. 


Such was the influence of the doctrines 

of repentance and faith, when they were 
firſt preached; and ſuch, in a good 
degree, have been their effects ever ſince, 5 
when not adulterated by human mixtures— 
when not enfeebled by philoſophical re- 
finements. May theſe weapons, of tried 
excellence, never be abandoned by the 
_ chriſtian ſoldier, till © every knee ſhall bow, 
and every tongue confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt 
is Lord, to the gory of God the F ather! * 


When we Set the tilting abe⸗ 
trines of Faith and Repentance, with the 
natural pride and ſelf. ſufficiency of the 
human heart, we ceaſe to wonder that 
St. Paul conſidered his office, as a miniſter 
of Chriſt, as expoſing him to many dif- 
 Feulties. If the ſcriptural declaration be 
true, that © the carnal mind is enmity 
bas God,” we need not be ſurpriſed 

* 
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that the meſſage of reconciliation met with 
contempt, and that the ambaſſadors of 
peace were cruelly treated and perſecuted. 
St. Paul well underſtood the principles of 
human nature, and therefore he was fully 
prepared for every kind of injury, in 
the conſcientious diſcharge of his apoſtolic 
office. When he became a preacher of 
that goſpel which, before, he had violently 
| oppoſed, he relinquiſhed his hopes of eaſe, 
honor, and emolument; and expoſed him- 
ſelf to the contempt of the learned, the 
hatred of the bigoted, and the cruelty of 
the powerful. He looked upon his mi- 
_ miltry as a warfare, in which he had daily 
to contend with freſh trials and afflictions; 
or as a © courſe,” which demanded painful 
and inceſſant exertion, if he HOP to 
obtain the crown. 


That he met with no common ſhare of 
difficulties, and combated them with no 
ordinary portion of fortitude and patience, | 
is abundantly evident from the history of 

7 D His 
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his travels. Andeed⸗ be colfidered the 
nature of his office as expoſing him ſo 
directly to hardſhips, of the moſt painſul 
kind, that he never expected exemption 
from them, till he ſhould * lay down the 
earthly garment of this mortality.” With 
reſpect to the future appointments of 
providence, he confeſſes himſelf ignorant, 
except * * of this one thing that the Holy 
| Ghoſt witnefſed in every city that bonds 
and ons awaited him.“ | 


Ne ow, ir this oppblitivn sb 
it is preſumed it did not chiefly in local 
or temporary circumſtances, but in the in- 
veterate enmity of © the carnal mind” againſt 
the holy nature of the goſpel, whenever 
| the ſame meſſage, that St. Paul delivered, 
| [ zs publiſhed by the miniſters of religion, 
F— ſomething of the fame ſpirit will again 
diſcover itfelf. It may, indeed, be dif- 
ferently mod ed, and manifeſt itſelf with 
leſs malignancy ; but ſtill it exiſts; and will, 
on different occaſions, cauſe the faithful 
= ambaſſador 
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ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt much diſtreſs 
and difficulty. Men feel the ſame re- 
luctance now which they formerly did, to. 
* come to the light, leſt their deeds 
' ſhould be reproved:” and when that 


word of God, which is quick, and pow- 
erful, and ſharper than any two-edged 


ſword, piercing even to the mn 
aſunder of the ſoul and ſpirit, and is 


diſcerner of the thoughts,” diſcovers to 


them the latent wickedneſs of the human 
heart, and lays the pride of man in the 
duſt, it is more than probable that they 


| vill aniſet drang ſigns of dlapprobation, 


Hence, it requires, even now, no com- 


mon ſhare of fortitude to ſtep: forward as 
the advocate of the grand peculiarities of 
the goſpel. We may eſcape cenſure, and 
even obtain applauſe, while we expatiate 
upon duties in which many honeſt heatheng 
excelled; —but when the foundation of 


chriſtian obedience is laid in deep and 


2 repentance—when it is main- 


. tained 


S r 
4 — I bo hay - Es LE 8 — 


2 2 Zak O k * 


20 


tained that, without faith” in Jeſus Chriſt, 
«* it is impoſſible to pleaſe God”—that 
« God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace 
to the humble”—that mortification, ſelf- 
denial, and heavenly- mindedneſs are as 
much a part of the chriſtian's character, 
as juſtice, temperance, and charity that 
* the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the people that forget God; -when 

theſe and other doctrines, which are of 
the effence of chriſtianity, are conſtantly 
and firenuouſly inſiſted upon, it is much 
more than ought to be expected, if they 
do not excite the reſentment of the pha- 
riſaical profeſſor, and the virulence of the | 
abandoned. | 


We do not, therefore, form a wrong 
eſtimate of the duties of our profeſſion, 
when we conceive of them as expoling us 
to ſome degree of obloquy and perfecu- 
tion. Unleſs we diveſt the goſpel of every 
thing that diſtinguiſhes it from a mere 
ſyſtem of ethics, or accommodate its docs 
trines 


1 
trines to che caprice of faſhion and the 
prejudices of the times, it will ſtill be to 
ſome a ſtumbling- block,“ and to others 


« fooliſhneſs,” —it will ſtill be © every where 


ſpoken againſt,” and, in many inſtances, 
it 1s to be feared, violently oppoſed. The 
nearer we approach, in zeal and purity 
of doctrine, to the ſtandard before us, the 
greater is che probability that we ſhall 
meet with a ſhare of the apoſtles' trials 
and perſecutions. But ſtill, as © faithful 


ſtewards of the myſteries of God,” we 


| ſhall not ſhrink from danger,—but even 
* glory in tribulation,” when brought upon 
us in ſo honourable, ſo glorious a cauſe! 


While St. Paul beheld the difficulties to 


which his miniſtry expoſed him, he alſo 

took into his eſtimate the abundant com- 

Fort and ſupport which he might expect, 
while found in the conſcientious diſcharge 
of its duties. Hence, far from being in- 
timidated by the © bonds and impriſon- 
ments” which every where awaited him, 


he 
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| be triumphantly exclaims, but none of 
theſe things move me; neither count 1 my 
life dear unto my ſelf, fo that I might finiſh 
my courſe with joy.” He had © not followed 
a a cunningly deviſed fable,” when he made 
| known © the myſteries of the goſpel,” but 
was well aſſured of the truth, as well as 
deeply convinced of the excellence, of 
thoſe doctrines, for which he had ſurren- 
dered every earthly proſpect, and expoſed 
| himſelf to the moſt cruel perſecutions. He 
had examined the principles of the goſpel, 
and found them capable of ſupporting his 
hopes;—he had tried the truth of the divine 
_ promiſes, and was never diſappointed;— 
in the hour of difficulty, he had ſought for 5 
divine aſſiſtance, and was never refuſed. 
In addition to. this, the hope of his 
high calling in Chriſt Jeſus” “the glory 
| that ſhall be hereafter revealed,” © and the 
| inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away,” animated him 
under every trial, and gladdened his heart, 
I n labouring under the beavieſt preſ- 


ſure. 
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ſure. Hence, © he did not ſtagger at the 
_ promiſes, through unbelief; but, © being 
mighty in faith,” he never trembled at 
danger—never ſhrunk from difficulty - 
never yielded in the combat never failed 
to conquer. Like a veteran, who had 
often entered the field at manifeſt diſad- 
vantage, but who had known nothing but 
victory, —he advanced, with redoubled 
ardour, to every freſh combat; and ſtill 
found, that no weapon could injure him, 
while armed with the divine panoply—no 
power could withſtand him, while wielding 
* the ſword of the ſpirit.” Hence, he 
exults, In all things we are more than 
conquerors.“ All his deſire was to be 
found ſtill maintaining the conteſt, and 
like a true ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, he wiſhed 
for no higher honour than to fall in the 
field of combat. Ah! what an example 
of chriſtian fortitude—of exalted virtue - 
of heavenly zeal!—Where, ah! where 
ſhall we find a reſemblance of this great 


ke! 1s it in * ſame cauſe—for the 
Jars” 


1 


crovn of glory under the ſame Maſter 
that we are contending ? We might almoſt 
deny that this 1s the caſe, when we contraſt ” 
our inactivity, with his zeal—our timidity, 

with his fortitude—our love of eaſe, with 

his inceſſant toil—our faint efforts, with 
his unwearied exertion—our frequent 


- defeats; with his uniform victory. Does 


this want of reſemblance originate in a 
deficiency of motives on our ſide, or in- 
ferior ſupports, or leſs glorious proſpects p? 
This cannot be pleaded. Can we want 
motives, ſo long as we are redeemed by the 
fame Saviour, and ſanctified by the ſame 
Spirit? ſo long as we have the full poſleſ- 
ſion of thoſe chriſtian privileges, which | 
he laboured to procure, and the ineſtimable 
value of which, we have again and again 

experienced? ? Can we want aſſiſtance in 
the arduous combat, ſo long as we have 
the immutable promiſe, Lo! I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world?” Can we want hroſpects, while 
the bleſſed hope of immortal life” is held 
Irre „ : 1 forth 
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forth as the reward of victory? Nothing, 


alas! can we allege as an excuſe for our 


comparative ſupineneſs; no reaſon can 
ve aſſign that will not reflect diſhonour 

upon ourſelves! May the Father of 
Mercies” pour upon us *a double portion of 
his ſpirit;” and enable us, like this champion 
* for the King of kings, and Lord of lords,” 
to , go forth unto victory, till every 
enemy ſubmit to the authority of Jeſus, 
and © the kingdoms of this world become 


the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 


Chriſt! 977 


1 


5 As a an | inference from what has been ad- 


vanced, we may. obſerve, that The joy- 
Fulneſs with which the apoſtles of Chriſt 
expoſed themſelves to ſuffering and death, 
in the diſcharge of their duty, is @ decided 
teftimony* in favour of the excellence of 


chriſtianity. Among the various argu- 


ments which have been ſucceſsfully urged 
in ſupport of our religion, the manner in 


which its firſt advocates ſealed their teſ· 
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timony has no inebnüderable place. um 
has been contended that it is contrary to 
every principle of human conduct, to ſup- 
poſe that a number of men ſhould con- 
ſpire, without any conceivable motive, to 
fabricate accounts of an individual, the 
moſt extraordinary, and, if untrue, the 
moſt abſurd, that human folly ever deviſed p 
and ſo obſtinately to perſiſt in their teſ- 

timony, as rather to die, under the moſt 

cruel tortures, than to retract the leaſt 
part of it. While the fact that the diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt did ſuffer death, in atteſ- 

tation of what they profeſſed to ſee and 
hear, forms an argument for the truth of 


chriſtianity, which has not been, and pro- 


bably never will be, anſwered the manner 
in which they ſuffered death, affords an 
argument equally convincing” of its in- 
comparable excellence. | OE ALS 


The GAs « Why am 1 obli ed U to 
regulate my conduct by the maxims and 


precepts of philoſophers i ? And what ſuf- 
ficient 
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ficient motives can be exhibited to induce 
me to perſevere in the path of ſtrict in- 
tegrity, when that perſeverance would 

_ expoſe me to the greateſt temporal calam- 
ities ? it is preſumed were never fatis- 
factorily anſwered, till liſe and immortality 
were brought to light by the goſpel.” 
For want of an authority, ſuperior to that 
of man, to ſanction thoſe duties which 
evidently ariſe from the nature and fit - 
neſſes of things, the moſt excellent ſyſtems 

of ethics became a dead letter: and becauſe 
there was no certainty of a future ſtate of 
retribution, when the quality of every 

- man's actions would be accurately inveſ- 
tigated, and rewards and puniſhments 
accordingly diſtributed, few were found 
poſſeſſed of ſufficient fortitude to follow 
virtue through the rough, and ſometimes 
fatal paths, in which ſhe offered to lead 
her votaries. When a man's. views ter- 
minate with the preſent life, and he knows 
of no enjoyment higher than this world 
is capable of affording, it is highly im- 
"KS probable 
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probable that he ſhould make any great 


facrifices in order to maintain a pure con- 


ſcience. Juſt ſo much of moral honeſty: 
and propriety, as ſhould be deemed neceſ- 
ſary to ſupport appearances, and-promote 
5 preſent advanta ge and with the majority 
a very ſmall proportion of theſe virtues 


would be thou ght ſufficient would ſatisfy 


every man. Hence, there could be no 


fixed moral principles of general, een 
application; but every one would con- 
duct himſelf in ſuch a manner as he en 


moſt. likely to procure him the largeſt 


portion of earthly good. Under theſe 
| circumſtances, it is eaſy to fee, if duty and 
preſent advantage ſhould come in com- 


petition, which would have the preference. 


The few ſolitary inſtances which are re- 


corded, with ſo much triumph, in the long 


| hiſtory of pagan darkneſs, of perſons 
| encountering danger for the ſake of main- 


taming an upright conſcience, are a la- 
mentable proof of the truth of this re- 


But 
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But, ſince the light of chriſtianity has 
been diffuſed, thouſands, in all ages, have 
been found and theſe too of the common 
claſs of mankind—who have *© joyſully 
taken the ſpoiling” of their goods, and 
willingly offered - themſelves to the fury 
: of their enemies, for the ſake of © main- 
taining a conſcience void of offence 
towards God and man.” Now if chriſtianity 
offer motives to the performance of moral 
duties, ſufficient to counterbalance every 
temporal conſideration : and not only to 
diveſt death of its terrors, but to make it 
an object of triumph, when it cannot be 
avoided without facrificing principle 
it muſt be allowed to be incomparably 
prefetable to every former ſyſtem. Every 


real chriſtian muſt neceſſarily become 


a good member of ſociety. He will 
neither be tempted to conceal his principles, 
when the profeſſion of them would expoſe 
him to difficulty; nor induced to renounce 
them, when they cannot be retained with- 
out ſurrendering his life. Let it then be 

„ granted 
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granted that the morality of the goſpel is 
as pure as any other ſyſtem, and it muſt 
alſo be conceded, that the chriſtian religion, 
conſidered merely in reference to its 
motives, is greatly ſuperior to every other. 
But if, in addition to this, it defies all com- 
petition, in the purity of its precepts, as | 
well as in the energy of its ſanctions 
if, while it more powerfully ſtimulates to 
action, it gives an infinitely better direction 
and bias to the mind its ſalutary influence 
on the ſtate of ſociety muſt be incalculably 
greater than that of any other. And yet, 
in theſe © times of rebuke and blaſphemy,” 
many have, unbluſhingly, avowed them- 
ſelves the irreconcilable enemies of the 
everlaſting goſpel, under the pretence that 
its influence is injurious to ſociety! And, in 
order to remedy the evils of which they 
complain, they offer to conduct us into 
| the dark and diſmal regions of Atheiſm ! 
Infatuated men! while you endeavour to 
obliterate every idea of a Supreme Being 
__ a future flate—while you labour to 
| demoliſh 


I. 

| demoliſh the foundation of our hopes, and 
to throw a gloom over our immortal proſ- 
pects you are unlooſing the bonds of 
ſociety, robbing us of our deareſt comforts, 

and rendering human life a ſtate of black: 
_"_ . and e 


a hs it is not difficult to account for the 
conduct of theſe infuriated beings. The 
kingdoms of light and darkneſs, order 
and confuſion, cannot exiſt together. 
Chriſtianity impedes the progreſs of the 
lawleſs and vagrant paſſions; it raiſes an 
inſuperable barrier againſt the turbulent 
ſpirit of innovation;—it makes an invin- 
cible ſtand againſt anarchy, proſcription, 
and maſſacre. Hence, it is no wonder 
that licentiouſneſs and ferocity, aided by 
| atheiſm and blaſphemy, ſhould combine 
their forces to dethrone the everlaſting 
God, and to lay his kingdom in ruins! 
But © he that fitteth in the heavens 
| lugheth them to ſcorn.” He has eſta- 


bliſhed his throne in righteouſneſs, and 
1 £66 3 


the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 


it!“ For reaſons which: we cannot fathom, 
he may ſuffer his enemies, for a ſeaſon, 


to triumph ; and ſhort. ſighted mortals may 


tremble for the ark but their fears are 


groundleſs. When the Almighty < taketh 


to himſelf his great power,” he © will 


break them to pieces, like a potter's veſſel; 


and © the Lord alone ſhall be- exalted in 
that day.“ The wrath of man ſhall 


praiſe him, and the remainder 15 that 


bags will he reſtrain,” 


In the ending; his: path of every 
chriſtian is plainly marked out. We are 
not ignorant to what cauſes the ameliorated 
ſtate of mankind is to be attributed: and 
while. we compare the records of chriſ- 


tianity with thoſe of paganiſm, we cannot 
but congratulate ourſelves that we have 


ſeen © the days of the Son of man.” Let 


þ us, therefore, with manly boldneſs; ſtep 
_ forwards, as the advocates of the deſpiſed 
| goſpel. So far from being © aſhamed of 
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the croſs,” and the © weapons of our war. 
fare,” upon which the pride of philoſophiſm' 
| affects to pour ſuch ſovereign contempt, 
let it be our glory to take up the one, and 
to wield the other. Knowing that, though: 
e the -preaching of the croſs was to the 
Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks: 
fooliſhneſs,” yet it was © the power of 
God unto ſalvation, unto all that believed,” 
let it be our higheſt ambition to © preach 
| _ Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified.” And 
though the doctrines of faith and repentance 


ſhould ſeem as unequal to the overthrow 


of atheiſm, and the ſtemming of pro- 
| fligacy, as © the ſounding of the ram's 
horns,” to the deſtruction of the walls of 


Jericho, yet we have ſeen the invincible 
efficacy of both, when aided by the arm 
of Omnipotence. He who © hath choſen 
the fooliſh things of the world to confound 


# the. wiſe, —and the weak things of the 


world to confound the things that are 
mighty; and the baſe things of the world, 
ang things which are deſpiſed, and things 
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ETA are not, to bring to nought things | 
that are,” and who hath committed the 
preaching of the | goſpel © to earthen . 
veſſels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of him,” wilt crown his own word 
with abundant ſucceſs. He will either 
uſe us as inſtruments to arreſt the rapid pro- 
greſs of infidelity, with all its deſtructive 
attendants;—or, having quitted ourſelves 
like men, in the beſt of ſervices, he will 
count us worthy to be partakers of his. 
| heavenly kingdom—where the difficulties 
of our combat will be forgotten in the 
glories of our triumph, and where we ſhall 
enjoy the eternal n and fruition a. 1 
our God. Dar | 
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